Farewell
Hebrews 13:18-19; 22-25
Introduction:
Today we say farewell to the Epistle to the Hebrews; rather, the writer says a farewell to us. For me it is a reluctant farewell.

Hebrews has the Bible’s most detailed teaching on the person and work of Christ.

It is the clearest teaching on the end of the Mosaic Covenant of law (Ex.19-20) and the ushering in of the New Covenant of grace, predicted in Jeremiah 31.
As a result, we have learned much about Grace, not only as a way to life, but also as a way of life and service. 
We learned also that it is possible for believers to sin even to the point of falling away from the assembly and all Christian fellowship. The warnings, given to believers, are real and sobering for thinking Christians.
We must remember that Christians are not perfect, just forgiven.
He's still working on me to make me what I ought to be. It took Him just a week to make the moon and stars, the sun and the earth and Jupiter and Mars. How loving and patient He must be, He's still working on me.
I.   Pray This - 13:18-19

 “We” may refer to others with him, but probably is an “editorial we,” used to keep from saying “I” so often.

A. That We Have a Good Conscience – 13:18a
He doesn’t ask for prayer concerning this per se, but he does mention it.
He (and we) must do the right things in the right way so that we do not cause harm to the work of the Lord, accidentally or on purpose.

Then we will have a clear conscience before the God and man.

It is Important for:


Fellowship




Worship





Service






Reward

B. That We Be Willing to Live Honestly – 13:18b

The Test of a man’s character is found in what he will do when he is alone in a big city. He is not responsible to any human.
There is a great temptation to: lie, steal, loaf, live immorally, and live hypocritically.
C. That I May Be Restored to You – 13:19

These people know the author.

If he is Luke and if they are in Jerusalem, He wrote his gospel there. He was there with Paul.
He desired to go back there. It is great fellowship.
II. Bear with This – (Word of Exhortation) – 13:22

A. The Character of the Letter.

It is an exhortation to stir up continued watchfulness against backsliding and the opposite, to press on toward Christ-likeness and reward. 

 B. The Brevity of the Letter - “I Did not Write a Large Letter.”

It is not just the number of words.

Eight books are longer.

Eighteen are shorter.

It is the importance of the subject-matter.

The words are few considering the vastness of the themes:
The Person of Christ

Incarnation

The God/man
The Priesthood

Greater Priest
Covenant 

Old is gone

New is here
Sanctuary
Sacrifice

C. The Source of the Letter.
1. Ultimately it is from God

2. It is also from a Brother – He calls them brothers ἀδελφοί.
“What I am saying to you I am saying to myself first.”
“You should be reminding each other of these things.”
﻿
“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,” (10:24)
That is what being a brother, or sister is all about.

III. Know This – 13:23

A. Timothy has been Released.

I assume, from prison. (Though it may have been from other responsibilities - Lenski)
Paul asked Timothy to come to him in Rome (II Timothy 4:13)
Assuming that he did, as Paul’s execution drew near (AD 65), it may be that his close associate, Timothy was put into prison to keep him from stirring up trouble.

A year or so later, Timothy was released. He is no longer considered a threat to Rome. Luke stayed with him after Paul’s death.

B. We May Travel Together.

Luke traveled with Paul and Timothy on the 2nd missionary journey.

He ministered to Paul in prison in Rome (maybe to Timothy also).
IV. Greet These -13:24

A. Your Church Leaders

Apparently not written to church leaders.
There was a plurality of leadership.

The church was to show respect to them (13:7 and 17).

B. Your Fellow Believers

Brotherly love is comprehensive - “All the saints.”

Don’t leave any out.
C. Accept Greetings from Others - “They of Italy greet you”
1. Could be outside of Rome.

2. He was probably in Rome.
V.  Be Blessed – 13:25 - “Grace be with you all”
A. It is Free – Grace
Not just “unmerited favor”.
Buy “favor in spite of demerit”.
This is a fitting end for this book of Grace.
B. It is for You All

Titus 2:11﻿
“For ﻿﻿the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,”
Not without exception, but without distinction.
The key is that God’s grace is available to all men.

Conclusion:

We have gone through Hebrews. We know the outline. Our booklets are full. Even our minds are full! But, has Hebrews gone through us?

I know when Hebrews has gone through me when:

A. I move my worship from things to Christ.

In John 4 Jesus told the Samaritan woman,
“Those who worship God must worship Him in spirit and in truth.”

Not a mountain, not a building, but a Person.

What is wrong with things? - Nothing until they come between me and the Lord.
B. I Move from Theory to Reality.

The Invisible is the Reality:
  The Priests, 

The sanctuary

The Covenant

The sacrifice

The city

They are things not made with hands eternal in the heavens.

Question: Where am I spending:
My time 

My talents

My treasure

On the visible or the invisible?
My home – job – things are a means to an end - glorifying the Lord and building up His church.

C. When I Move from Legalism to Liberty.


In Salvation – “Faith Alone In Christ Alone”.
In Christian Life – the motivation is:
“The Love of Christ constrains us”.
In Service for the Lord –

“Let us hold fast to grace that we may serve God acceptably” (12:28).
